
~ 162 ~ 

International Journal of Political Science and Governance 2025; 7(6): 162-167 
 

 
 

E-ISSN: 2664-603X 

P-ISSN: 2664-6021 

IJPSG 2025; 7(6): 162-167 
www.journalofpoliticalscience.com 

Received: 12-05-2025 

Accepted: 14-06-2025 
 

Dr. Sukhjit Singh 

Assistant Professor, 

Department of Political 

Science, Khalsa College, 

Amritsar, Punjab, India  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Corresponding Author: 

Dr. Sukhjit Singh 

Assistant Professor, 

Department of Political 

Science, Khalsa College, 

Amritsar, Punjab, India 

 

Regional political parties and national politics in 

India: Some positive observations 

 
Sukhjit Singh 
 

DOI: https://www.doi.org/10.33545/26646021.2025.v7.i6b.580  

 
Abstract 
The article seeks to explain the role of regional political parties at national level in India especially 
since 1989. In the beginning, effort has been made to explore the various factors which contributed in 
the rise of regional political parties in India. Then their role in the formation of coalition governments 
at national level from 1989 till date has been examined. In the last part of the article, some positive 
aspects of the entry and active participation of the regional political parties at national level have been 
examined. The crux of the article lies in the role of regional political parties in the formation of the 
coalition governments at national level in fluid situations; to provide sustenance to such governments; 
making the decision making process and Indian Democracy more plural and participatory; converting 
the Indian polity into a cooperative and bargaining federalism and preventing the dominant national 
political party BJP from imposing its majoritarian agenda on the secular Indian society. 
 
Keywords: Regional parties, parochialism, accommodative model, cooperative federalism, bargaining 
federalism, participatory democracy, majoritarian agenda, coalition governments 

 

Introduction 
Today India has a multi-party system. As per the latest data published by the Election 
Commission of India on 23 March 2024, there are 6 national political parties and 58 state or 
regional political parties, active in the political landscape of the country besides 2763 
unrecognised parties. Of these, regional political parties have emerged as a significant factor 
in determining the national politics of India. In current political situation of the country, the 
national political parties are heavily dependent upon the regional parties for the formation 
and sustaining the governments at national level. Today, both the national political parties 
whether it is the Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP) or the Congress cannot claim to be the 
dominant players in the Indian polity. Both the national political parties are not in a position 
to ignore the regional political giants while forming government at the national level. Since 
1989, the formation of all the governments at national level could become possible only with 
the help of the regional political parties. The national parties today, neither dare to jump into 
the electoral fray by their own nor did they even think of capturing power at national level by 
side tracking the regional forces (Jena, 2007, p.132) [5]. Had the regional political parties not 
supported the national political parties or itself form government at national level as 
happened in 1996, there would have been anarchical situation leading to frequent 
Parliamentary elections. This situation of political instability could have incurred huge loss 
to the state exchequer. The new scenario in which coalition politics has come to emerge as a 
reality of Indian politics since 1996, has brought home the fact that national parties must join 
hands with the regional political parties for strengthening their role and position in the Indian 
political system. The BJP could expand its support base in the North East region of the 
country only because of its allies like Assam Gana Parishad (AGP) in Assam, National 
People’s Party (NPP) in Meghalya and Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP) in 
Nagaland. 

 

The Origin of Regional Political Parties 
The heterogeneous character of the Indian society where several ethnic, cultural, linguistic, 
religious and caste groups exist, is greatly responsible for the origin and rise of the regional 
political parties in India. Economic and political factors equally play important role in the  

https://www.journalofpoliticalscience.com/
https://www.doi.org/10.33545/26646021.2025.v7.i6b.580


International Journal of Political Science and Governance https://www.journalofpoliticalscience.com 

~ 163 ~ 

rise of such parties. It has been found that economic 
backwardness of a particular region where a distinct ethnic 
group resides, is exploited by the political leader of that 
community to advance his political agenda or fulfil his 
political aspirations. The political elite of that ethnic group 
invokes discriminatory theory arguing that central 
government or state government controlled by another 
dominant ethnic group deliberately keeping his community 
economically backward so that their economic exploitation 
could be used to advance their own economic interests. The 
political elite mobilise his region based distinct community 
and ultimately organises it into a political party to satiate his 
lust for power. The fragmentation of the Congress Party at 
large scale for non-accommodation of its regional giants by 
the central high command has also led to the origin of 
several regional political parties in the Country. Trinamool 
Congress, Nationalist Congress Party YSR Congress, Tamil 
Manila Congress, Punjab Lok Congress which now merged 
with the BJP, could be placed under this category. 
Currently, a large number of regional political parties are 
active in state as well as in national politics. The most 
important of the regional parties are- Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam (DMK), All India Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 
(AIDMK), Telgu Desam Party (TDP), Asam Gana Parishad 
(AGP), Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD), Samajwadi Party (SP), 
Janata Dal (United) Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD), Janata Dal 
(Secular), Biju Janata Dal (BJD), Bhartiya Rashtra Samiti 
(BRS), Trinamool Congress, Shiv Sena, People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) and National Conference.  
Regional Political parties are different from the national 
political parties. A regional political party is the one whose 
main area of operation is confined to one or two states or a 
particular region. A regional political party generally 
operates within a particular geographical area. A regional 
party represents the interests of particular linguistic, ethnic 
or cultural groups whose population may be concentrated in 
a particular region. The focus of the regional political 
parties is on the region or community based issues instead 
of national one (Markandan, 1990, p. 784) [8]. Although 
these political parties concentrate in one state only, yet there 
is a tendency among them to improve their image of 
promoting regionalism by establishing links with the 
national parties. These political parties now tend to be 
looked as nationalistic. For this Telengana Rashtra Samiti 
even changed its name to Bhartiya Rashtra Samiti. A 
regional political party also known as state party, in order to 
be recognised by the Election Commission of India must 
secure 6% of valid votes polled in the election either to the 
Lok Sabha or to the Legislative Assembly of the state 
concerned and also two seats in the Assembly of the State 
concerned. The other criteria were that the party could win 
at least 3% of the total number of seats in the Legislative 
Assembly of the State or at least three seats in the 
Assembly, whichever is more.  
Hartmann has identified some common features of the 
regional political parties in the Indian political landscape. 
(Hartmann 1977,pp. 145-147) [2]. Firstly, the activities of the 
regional political parties are restricted to a particular 
geographical region which in the prevailing Indian union 
means a State. There electoral support base is also a specific 
region for example, the case of DMK in Tamil Nadu. The 
second feature of a regional political party is that, it is more 
concerned with capturing power in a particular region by 
articulating regionally-based ethnic or religious and cultural 
issues for example, the case of Akali Dal in Punjab. In the 

third place, it is in the very nature of a regional party to be 
"primarily concerned with exploiting local sources of 
discontent or pressing a variety of primordial demands 
based on language, caste, community.” The Shiv Sena in 
Maharashtra used Maratha identity or Maratha pride to 
advance its political gains. Fourthly, regional political 
parties are more concerned with the interests of certain 
groups than with the general welfare of the nation as a 
whole and as such they confine themselves to regional 
demands and never think in terms of the all India demands. 
Fifthly, such parties perceive their essential role as 
champions of regional interests. Therefore, they mobilize 
local support by playing up real or imaginary feelings of 
discrimination and deprivations i.e these are primarily 
concerned with exploiting local sources of discontent or 
pressing a variety of primordial demands based on language, 
caste, community or region. The observations made by 
Hartman almost forty years ago about regional political 
parties does not fit in the current political situation of India. 
Today, regional political parties are so much involved in 
national politics either in the government or opposition, that 
it is almost difficult to divide their role in regional and 
national context. Rather today regional political parties are 
working in dual capacity with dual responsibility to keep a 
working balance between the regional and national 
aspirations. 

 

Regional Parties and Government Formation at Central 

level 
Before 1967, the regional parties were unable to play major 
role at the central level due to hegemonic position of the 
Congress Party. The accommodative model of Prime 
Minister Nehru was largely responsible for creating 
Congress hegemony. The year 1967 proved watershed in the 
mushrooming growth and significance of regional political 
with the end of Nehruvian Model. With it came the end of 
the ‘One Party Dominant System’ in the Country. Nehru’s 
successor and her daughter Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 
did not follow her father’s footsteps giving serious setback 
to the accommodative model. This led to the defeat of the 
Congress Party in eight states in the 1967 state legislative 
assembly elections. The end of the Congress hegemony in 
1967 led to the formation of non-Congress governments in 
eight states many of these by the regional political parties. 
Since that year, the regional parties have emerged with 
greater political appeal. In current political situation of 
India, the regional parties not only control most of the 
states’ politics but have emerged as a force to be reckoned 
with at national level. Today, neither the Congress Party nor 
the Bhartiya Janata Party in India are in a position to form 
government at central level without the support of the 
regional parties. Both the national political parties have well 
understood the reality that without building alliances with 
the regional political parties, government at national level 
could not be formed (Singh and Saxena, 1998, p.16) [17]. 
Apart from government formation, these political parties are 
actively involved in the decision-making and policy making 
process at national level. The active participation of the 
regional parties at national level has made the Indian 
democracy more participatory and competitive, successfully 
resisting the authoritarian and centralising tendencies in the 
Indian polity. Their entry at national level has nicely 
balanced the regional and national aspirations and started a 
new era of cooperative and bargaining federalism in the 
country. 
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The role of the regional political parties at national level 
started in 1969 with the support of the DMK to the Congress 
government helping the latter in maintaining its majority in 
the Lok Sabha (Jena, 2007, p.137) [5]. Thereafter their role at 
national level came to the limelight during the formation of 
Janata Party government in 1977. The Janata Party 
government though did not require the support of the 
regional parties to form its government but respecting the 
spirit of coalition Dharma, it included Shiromani Akali Dal 
and DMK in the government. Due to internal bickering, 
Janata Party government fell in 1979 as Jana Sangh 
withdrew support on the issue of its dual membership. 
Congress Party returned to power by winning the 1980 Lok 
Sabha elections under the leadership of Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi which dominated national polity till 1989. No 
doubt Congress party dominated the national politics but 
regional political parties like DMK, Shiromani Akali Dal, 
TDP, AGP and National Conference were equally powerful 
and active at the state level. An important phase for regional 
parties in Indian polity started in 1989 when no government 
could be formed at national level due to split verdict in the 
1989 Lok Sabha elections. In the fluid situation, National 
Front government was formed under the Prime Minister V.P 
Singh with the support of the BJP and left parties. The VP 
Singh government included regional political parties like 
TDP, DMK and AGP though their seat share was not 
impressive one. (Mehra & Khanna 2003, p. 44) [9]. Since 
1989, no national party has been able to form government at 
national level without the support of the regional political 
parties, making the regional giants as kingmakers. During 
1991-1996, Narsimha Rao minority government of the 
Congress party could survive in office only with the outside 
support of the TDP and AIADMK.  
A very important phase and level playing field for the 
regional political parties started in 1996 when neither the 
Congress nor the BJP could secure majority in the Lok 
Sabha to form government at their own. In these elections, 
the BJP with 161 seats emerged as the single largest party. 
BJP leader Atal Bihari Vajpayee became Prime Minister but 
his government lasted for thirteen days only as except Akali 
Dal, Samta Party and Shiv Sena, no other regional political 
party came forward to extend support to the BJP for its 
Hindutva Plank. The fall of the BJP Government and 
inability of the Congress Party to form government, 
exhorted the regional political parties to provide the 
alternative government. United Front, a new political outfit 
of thirteen political parties, mostly regional political parties, 
agreed to form coalition government. Important constituents 
of the United Front were Janata Dal, CPI, CPM, TMC, 
DMK, Samajwadi Party, TDP, Assam Gana Prishad, 
National Conference, MPVC, Congress(S) and Congress 
(Tiwari). H.D. Deve Gowda took the oath of the office of 
Prime Minister on 1 June 1996 with the outside support of 
the Congress Party. Deve Gowda was replaced by Inder 
Kumar Gujral as its new leader who became Prime Minister 
on 21 April 1997. The Congress Party again withdrew 
support from the United Front government leading to the 
fall of Gujral government and creating political instability in 
the country.  
The regional parties continued to play important role at the 
national level. Giving due recognition in the Indian polity, 
BJP struck pre-poll strategic alliances with the regional 
political parties in the 1998 Lok Sabha elections. In the 
post-poll scenario, BJP led pre-poll alliance with regional 
parties was converted into National Democratic Alliance 

(NDA), a grand alliance of 18 political parties. President K 
R Naraynan invited NDA leader Atal Bihari Vajpayee to 
form the government. He took the oath as Prime Minister on 
19 March 1998 only to remain in office for thirteen months. 
Since 1998, regional political parties have moved either 
around the BJP or the Congress, giving impression that 
Indian polity has been converted into a bipolar party system. 
The NDA repeated its good performance in the 1999 Lok 
Sabha elections and Vajpayee became Prime Minister third 
time. Its major constituent BJP was able to retain its earlier 
tally by winning 182 seats. Its ally TDP emerged as the 
second largest group within the NDA with 29 seats followed 
by JD (U) with 21 seats, Shiv Sena 25 seats, Biju Janta Dal 
10 seats and DMK 12 seats (Atal, 2000, 236) [1]. The Biju 
Janata Dal, Shiv Sena and TDP played significant role in the 
re-establishing the NDA government. This coalition 
government of Vajpayee completed its full tenure of five 
years giving impression that political parties in India have 
learnt how to deal with split verdicts.  
By this time, Congress Party had realised the importance of 
the regional political parties in the national politics of the 
country. On the pattern of the BJP, it too entered into pre-
poll strategic alliances with RJD, DMK, NCP, PMK, TRS, 
JMM, MDMK, LJSP, RPI and MUL during the 2004 
parliamentary elections. The regional alliances paid rich 
electoral dividends helping the Congress Party to emerge as 
the single largest party with 145 seats. The total tally of 
Congress and its allies was 222. The Congress led pre-poll 
alliances were converted into a single political entity named 
as United Progressive Alliance (UPA). The grand alliance 
elected Dr. manohan Singh as its leader for the office of 
Prime Minister. The Singh government was able to 
complete its full tenure despite the withdraw of support by 
the left parties. In the April-May 2009 parliamentary 
elections, Congress Party and its regional allies stormed 
back to power by winning 263 seats. The Congress Party 
was able to improve its tally from 145 seats in 2004 to 206 
seats. (Mehra, 2009, 3-4) [10]. The Congress was still short of 
66 seats to form the government. The search for numbers 
was over as the BSP and regional parties-Samajwadi Party 
(SP), Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) and Janata Dal (Secular) 
came forward to support the UPA government. In 2014 and 
2019, riding high on Modi wave, BJP secured complete 
majority in the Lok Sabha by winning 282 and 303 seats 
respectively. The party could have formed government at its 
own side lined its regional allies. But realising the 
importance of regional political parties in the Indian Polity, 
BJP decided to follow the coalition Dharma and included 
these parties in its government. It seemed to be the wise step 
of the BJP as the party failed to secure complete majority in 
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections. For government formation in 
2024, it had to rely upon its regional alliance partners 
especially the TDP and Janata Dal (United). In these 
elections, the BJP could win 240 seats only and with the 
help of 16 MPs of Telgu Desam Party, 12 MPs of Janata Dal 
(United) and other NDA partners, Modi was able to assume 
the office of Prime Minister third time on 10 June 2024. The 
noted economist and Nobel laureate Amartya Sen had 
already made a prophesy in January 2023 that regional 
parties were going to play a key role in the coming 2024 
Lok Sabha elections (The Tribune, 15 January 2023, p. 12). 
His prophesy came true as regional parties won a 
considerable chunk of seats with SP 37 seats, TMC 29 seats, 
DMK 22 seats, TDP 16 seats, JD(U) 12 seats, Shiv Sena 
(UBT) 9 seats and NCP 8 seats. This was a significant 
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increase of seats won by the regional political parties from 188 seats in 2019 to 204 in the 2024 Lok sabha elections. 

 
Table 1: Electoral Performance of the Regional Political Parties in the Lok Sabha Elections Since 1989 

 

Year of Lok Sabha Elections  Total Seats  Seats Won  Vote Percentage 

1989 543 27 9.8 

1991 543 51 12.98 

1996 543 127 21.34 

1998 543 101 18.79 

1999 543 138 26.93 

2004 543 159 28.90 

2009 543 146 24.19 

2014 543 182 31.59 

2019 543 188 28% 

2024 543 204 35.00 

Source: See website of Election Commission of India https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Indian_general_elections  
 
The above chart shows the increasing number of seats won 
by the regional political parties and the vote share in the last 
eleven Lok Sabha elections held since 1989. From this year 
onward national political parties in India remained heavily 
dependent upon regional political parties not only for 
government formation but also its sustenance. 
 

Assessment of the multi-dimensional role of regional 

political parties in national politics 

Formation of the coalition governments 
Regional political parties’ role in the national politics of the 
country has both positive and negative aspects. Positively, 
regional parties have ensured the formation of coalition 
governments in fluid situations when no political party 
could secure complete majority in the Lok Sabha. From 
1989 till date, people of India gave fractured verdict in all 
the Lok Sabha elections. The national political parties 
neither the Congress nor the BJP was able to secure 
complete majority in the lower house of the Indian 
Parliament. In this crisis period regional political parties 
extended support to the national political parties and made 
the government formation possible. Even when the BJP 
failed to provide stable government in 1996, the regional 
political parties realigned themselves into a grand alliance 
called as United Front and provided government to the 
nation. Thus by making the formation of coalition 
governments at national level, regional political parties 
saved huge money to be incurred on frequent elections. 

 

Sustenance and stability of the Governments 
Regional political parties have not only helped the national 
political parties to form the government but also provided 
sustenance to such governments. It has been found that 
when a constituent unit decided to withdraw support from 
the government, other regional political parties declared 
support to the government thus blurring the chances of mid-
term elections. In September 2012, when TMC leader 
Mamta bannerjee decided to withdraw support from the 
UPA-II government over the issue of 100% FDI in retail 
sector, the UPA-II government came into minority with 259 
seats (The Tribune, 19 September 2012). At this point of 
time, the Samajwadi Party with 22 seats and BSP with 21 
seats filled the vaccum created by the TMC. These parties 
extended support to the government and enabled the 
Congress Party to run the coalition government. Samajwadi 
Party leader Mulayam Singh Yadhav justified the decision 
saying it has been taken to keep the communal BJP out of 
power. 

 
Decision-making Process more plural: The entry of the 

regional political parties in the central coalition 
governments have made the nature of decision making 
process plural. Now the decision which affect the various 
regions and the nation as a whole is not the prerogative of 
the dominant party. The Central government has not been in 
a position to impose its will on the states. A consensual 
Model of Indian polity has come to develop in which both 
the nationalist and the regional forces are the equal 
participants in the decision making process. To give 
credence to national and regional issues, the constituent 
units in the coalition government evolve Common 
Minimum Programme which is nearly acceptable to all the 
parties. The constituent units of the United Front 
government chalked out a Common Minimum Programme 
(CMP) in 1996 which reflected the diverse interests of 
different social forces, classes and regions (The Indian 
Express, 6 June 1996). Similarly, the BJP in consultation 
with allies prepared common agenda called National 
Agenda for Governance (NAG) in 1998 to accommodate 
diverse regional and national issues so that chances of clash 
over policies could be mitigated. The coalition governments 
made every possible effort to adhere to the agreed Common 
Minimum Programme.  

 

Balancing national and regional aspirations 
Gone are the days when regional political parties were 
considered as the vehicle to promote regionalism, 
parochialism and separatism. The involvement of the 
regional political parties at national level politics has 
compelled them to moderate their stance over political 
issues. Since 1997, Shiromani Akali Dal in alliance with the 
BJP now do not press Sikh Issues stressing time and again 
Hindu-Sikh unity and communal harmony in Punjab. It now 
neither vigorously pursues the demand for state autonomy 
nor the solution of pending Sikh Issues for which it had to 
face Sikh ire during elections. Similarly, the DMK in Tamil 
Niadu moderated its stance on separate Dravidstan since its 
integration with the national polity in late 1970’s. The 
regional political parties now equally emphasize over the 
burning socio-economic issues like unemployment, poverty, 
inflation, empowerment of women, clean and safe 
environment and integrity and security of the Nation setting 
aside the segmental or ethnic issues. Regional parties 
mediate between local aspirations and national priorities, 
often aligning with national alliances to gain resources for 
their states. The parties have attracted the attention of the 
nation to the socio-economic problems of the remote areas. 
These parties have acted as important vehicles to 
communicate regional aspirations to the national 
government. 
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More plural, competitive and participatory character of 

the Indian Democracy 
Regional parties represent different sections of the Indian 
society. AIDMK, DMK, Janata Dal (U), Rashtriya Janata 
Dal, Samta Party, Lok Jan Shakti, BJD, Akali Dal, 
Trinamool Congress, TDP, BRS and National Conference 
truly represent the plural character of the Indian society 
based on diverse culture, language, religion, ethnicity, caste 
and region etc.. Their entry in the central coalition 
governments have made the Indian democracy more plural 
and participatory in nature. A consensual Model of Indian 
polity has come to the fore in which both the nationalist and 
the regional forces are the equal participants the decision 
making process. The leading national political party at the 
Centre consults its alliance partners before reaching at 
important decisions. In current political situation of India, 
the BJP and the Congress Party to compete with regional 
political parties, have tried to woo SCs, STs OBCs, women 
and minorities, making Indian polity more competitive and 
participatory. The BJP led eighteen parties National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA) and Congress led twenty-six 
parties Indian National Developmental Inclusive Alliance 
(INDIA) truly represented and involved the diverse sections 
of the Indian society from diverse regions.  

 

Emergence of Cooperative and Bargaining Federalism 
Cooperative federalism refers to the collaboration between 
the Central and state governments to achieve common goals 
and address shared challenges. It is an arrangement where 
both levels work together rather than in isolation to 
implement policies and promote national development. With 
the rise and entry of the regional political parties in national 
polity, Indian political system has taken the shape of 
cooperative federalism. Now the decision which affect the 
various regions and the nation as a whole is not the sole 
prerogative of the dominant national party. The centre has 
not been in a position to impose its will on the states. In 
bargaining federalism central and state governments 
negotiate and compromise on policy matters, leading to 
dynamic relationships between the two levels. The Regional 
political parties which has significant clout in state politics, 
try to extract maximum for their regions from the prevailed 
situation. In 2018 TDP leader Chandra Babu Nayadu left the 
NDA Government for not giving Special Category Status to 
Andhra Pradesh. The special status to Andhra Pradesh was 
promised by the UPA Government of Manmohan Singh 
while reorganising the state of Andhra Pradesh in 2014. 
While re-joining NDA in March 2024, Naidu explained the 
logic behind the move saying “Without the Centre’s 
support, it is not possible to rebuild the bifurcated Andhra 
Pradesh (Naidu, 2024, p.12). Special Category states receive 
higher grants in aid from the centre, special industrial 
incentives and heavy investment for rapid industrialization. 
The Modi Government has refused to grant Special 
Category Status to Andhra Pradesh arguing that this 
category was abolished in 2014 by the Finance Commission. 
Moreover acceptance of the demand might induce other 
states like Bihar and Orissa to seek similar status (Janyala, 
2024,p.12). Similar kind of demand was put forward by the 
JD (U) on 29 June 2024 for Bihar citing economic 
backwardness as the reason which was rejected by the 
central government. The most recent Bihar caste based 
survey of 2022 indicated that nearly a third of the state’s 
people live under the poverty line (Perumal, 2024, p.8). 
However, both the states were nicely compensated by the 

Centre in the 2024 General Budget according generous 
financial aid to ward off their economic miseries as 
compared to the other states.  

 

Great check against the Imposition of majoritarian 

agenda. 
The active participation and subsequent relevance of the 
regional political parties at national level has prevented the 
BJP leadership to impose its majoritarian agenda in a 
complete manner. During NDA-I rule, BJP carefully set 
aside the three controversial issues such as Ram Mandir, 
Article 370 and Uniform civil code in the wake of resistance 
by its regional alliances. BJP leaders Pramod Mahajan and 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee made public statements that these 
issues were indeed the BJP’s core ones but since regional 
partners did not agree with these, it had kept them aside 
while forming the coalition government in 1998 (Palshikar 
and Nooruddin, 2019, p.9) [14]. In this way, the regional 
political parties successfully halted the rising tide of 
Hindutva ideology, promoting secularism and pluralism in 
the country. The statement of the Prime Minister Vajpayee 
in 2000 that “he construction of Ram Temple at Ayodhya is 
a manifestation of national sentiments” (The Times of India, 
7 December 2000) was widely criticised by the regional 
allies. TDP, DMK and TMC took serious note of the Prime 
Minister’s statement and warned of serious consequences if 
Prime Minister tried to go beyond NDA agenda. Prime 
Minister had to assure the allies that BJP would go by the 
NDA agenda at any cost. In the 1999 Lok Sabha elections, 
BJP even did not release its own election manifesto rather a 
common manifesto of NDA was released in which three 
contentious issues found no place (Christophe, 2021, p.22). 
The BJP could advance its majoritarian agenda only after 
gaining absolute majority in the 2014 and 2019 Lok Sabha 
elections. The party has abrogated Article 370 which 
provided special status to the state of Jammu and Kashmir. 
Besides decision of the Supreme Court in favour of Ram 
Mandir has helped the BJP in its long cherished dream of 
Ram Mandir construction. The recent statement of the 
Home Minister Amit Shah to promote Hindi has met severe 
criticism at the hands of the regional parties. DMK leader 
MK Stalin held that such a move of the BJP government 
could damage the plural fabric and linguistic diversity of the 
Indian society (Raja, 2022, p.6). On 30 December 2023, JD 
(U) accused the BJP of using the narrative of Sanatan 
Dharma and Hindutva philosophy as a diversionary tactic 
while undermining the rights of the minorities, backward 
communities, Dalits and Adivasis (Nair, 2023, p. 9) [12].  

 

Conclusion 
Regional Political parties has often been referred to as 
parochial promoting regionalism and separatism. But the 
current political situation of the country in which regional 
political parties are significant actors, has dispelled of such 
kind of notions. Today regional political parties in the 
country do not represent the particular interests of certain 
sections living in a particular area. In the current political 
situation, regional political parties are as much concerned 
with the national political issues as the national political 
parties. The difference lies in the approach of the two. 
Whereas national political parties prefer unity over 
diversity, the regional political parties prefer diversity to 
promote unity and integrity of the country. Today national 
political parties are heavily dependent upon the regional 
political parties to form their governments. Regional 
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political parties are actively involved in the decision-making 
process at national level. Moreover, their active 
participation in the national polity has made the Indian 
democracy more participatory. Their entry at national level 
has helped in balancing the regional and national aspirations 
thus starting a new era of cooperative and bargaining 
federalism in the country. The regional parties have to some 
extent been successful in preventing the BJP from imposing 
its majoritarian and communal agenda on the secular Indian 
society. This is the reason that has BJP manoeuvred either to 
weaken or to kill the regional forces. It has already created 
divisions in the Shiv Sena and NCP as both the parties had 
joined hands in 2019 to check the formation of BJP 
government in Maharashtra (Ramaseshan, 2022, p.9) [16]. It 
has encouraged divisions in its old and most trusted ally 
Shiromani Akali Dal for opposing three Farm Laws. In 
Assam and Odisha, the BJP has replaced the regional giants 
as ruling elites. The regional parties therefore must be 
careful of BJP designs only to save the plural and secular 
character of the Indian society.  
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