
~ 247 ~ 

International Journal of Political Science and Governance 2025; 7(5): 247-253 

E-ISSN: 2664-603X 

P-ISSN: 2664-6021 

IJPSG 2025; 7(5): 247-253 
www.journalofpoliticalscience.com 

Received: 20-03-2025 

Accepted: 23-04-2025 

Veer Vikram Singh 

Research Scholar, Faculty of 

Law, University of Lucknow, 

Uttar Pradesh, India  

Corresponding Author: 

Veer Vikram Singh 

Research Scholar, Faculty of 

Law, University of Lucknow, 

Uttar Pradesh, India 

Significance and role of legal literacy and awareness 

in establishing the rule of law in India: In reference to 
Legal Service Authority Act 1987 

Veer Vikram Singh 

DOI: https://www.doi.org/10.33545/26646021.2025.v7.i5c.556 

Abstract
The rule of law is a cornerstone of any democratic society, ensuring individuals have access to justice 
and are treated fairly under it. It is because attaining rule of law remains a daunting task for India, 
perhaps the world's most heterogeneous and populous country with wide social disparities. One of the 
biggest challenges to this awareness is the limited access to legal services for marginalized 
communities the poor, population in rural areas, women and other weaker sections. The Legal Services 
Authorities Act, 1987 was enacted to address these problems by promoting legal literacy and 
providing free legal aid to needy people. Focusing on the importance of legal knowledge in giving 
people the power to know their rights, access justice and demand accountability from authorities, the 
article explores the crucial connection between legal literacy and the edifice of the rule of law in India. 
Legal literacy is not just an essential weapon for any citizen but is a large technique to achieve social 
justice, more so in a society where there are financial and legal constraints that the weaker section of 
the society end to face even when they need justice. 
The focus of the investigation is primarily upon the significance of legal literacy programmes, and 
how such programmes can make the legal aid machinery function more efficiently in the process. Such 
initiatives aim to educate people particularly those from low-income backgrounds about their legal 
rights and keep them from being locked out of the legal system. The paper considers the challenges 
faced in promoting legal literacy in India such as inadequacy of infrastructure, language barriers, and 
socio-cultural factors. And it underlines the importance of legal literacy in preventing legal violations 
and fostering greater participation in democratic processes. In addition, the research made 
recommendations on how to improve campaigns, such as through widespread marketing and the 
introduction of legal education to universities, as well as through the use of technology to bridge the 
gap for underprivileged areas. 
Finally, this research paper underscores how legally literate India's rule of law is in a marriage of 
convenience. Legal awareness programmes supported by the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 are 
crucial to uphold the rule of law as they instil a sense of legal identity in the people. They ensure that 
justice is not an esoteric concept, but that it is practical and available to every individual, regardless of 
his or her financial means, and as such play a valuable role in building a more inclusive justice system. 
This article is an endeavour to contribute to the ongoing discourse of access to justice in India by 
endorsing legal awareness as a prerequisite for the realization of social justice and equality before the 
law. 
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1. Introduction
One of the most fundamental cornerstones of democratic societies, the rule of law ensures 
that the laws apply equally to all persons irrespective of their origin, wealth or official 
position. “At its core, the rule of law guarantees every person, even the most vulnerable, has 
a chance to receive justice, and no one is above the law. Understandably, the rule of law in 
India is easier said than done, a country of stark socioeconomic disparities and a very large, 
diverse population. To many, the courts are still a distant and somewhat terrifying thing hard 
to understand and harder still to navigate without the requisite knowledge, tools and 
information. 
Facing these barriers, so much comes down to legal literacy training in one’s rights and 
responsibilities under the law. It allows a person to access the court to seek justice and to 
preserve their rights. Legal awareness is particularly important for the weaker sections of the  
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society, who rarely get a holistic access to legal systems as 
they have limitations of money and knowledge of laws, 
those groups involve are the poor section, women and the 
children. 
Realizing this, the government of India enacted Legal 
Services Authorities Act, 1987 to provide free and 
competent legal services and legal awareness across the 
nation. It was intended to secure the provision of legal 
representation to those who would otherwise go without, 
and not to deny justice on the basis of an inability to pay. It 
set up free legal aid, brought in legal literacy campaigns and 
other legal services authorities at National, State and 
District levels and thus armed citizens on their rights. 
It explores the convergence of legal literacy with the rule of 
law in India, with a specific reference to the Legal Services 
Authorities Act, 1987. It attempts to understand how legal 
literacy contributes to rule of law and how the Act enables 
the poor to access legal services, and thereby a just judicial 
system. That way, legal literacy would exist not only as 
information, but as an informed, empowered citizenry able 
to navigate their way through the system, accessing its 
benefits and rights. 
Legal literacy programs as envisaged under the Legal 
Services Authorities Act, does a lot to increase access to 
justice, particularly for those who are at times denied justice 
on the ground that they are poor. Provisions of the Act on 
free legal aid and its efforts to promote awareness of legal 
rights and services are an attempt by the legislature to 
reduce the gulf that exists between the law and the masses. 
However serious difficulties in the implementation of the 
Act undermines the latter's potential thereby rendering it 
truncated despite its noble objectives. 
The role played by the Legal Services Authorities Act, 
1987, its role to promote legal literacy, and how well these 
projects influence rule of law in India will be dealt in from 
the next para onward through this write-up. It will also 
consider the problems of consciousness-raising and provide 
suggestions as to how these problems can be resolved, in 
order that everyone can access the law. Ultimately, I hope 
this paper serves as a reminder of the importance of legal 
literacy as a vital tool to ensure that the ideals of justice and 
equality enshrined in the Indian Constitution do not remain 
confined to the realm of abstract and academic theory but 
also become a lived reality for all. 
This paper seeks to demonstrate through a closer look at the 
Indian legal context, the indispensable importance of legal 
literacy in facilitating the understanding and assertion of 
legal rights by people and communities and thus ensure the 
emergence of the Rule of Law in the country. 
 

2. The Rule of Law in India: An Overview 
The Rule of Law is one of the cornerstones of democracy, 
ensuring that no one is above the law and that all are equal 
before it. Justice and the security of individual rights 
critically rests on it. Preserving freedoms and running a fair 
society all in turn depend upon the rule of law in a country 
such as India with its pluralism and democratic setup. It 
ensures accountability of state institutions, provides access 
to justice and provides a framework for a systematic 
resolution of disputes. The rule of law, in such a society, is 
no longer a merely philosophical notion but also an existing 
reality that touches every individual in it. 
India is a diverse and growing country; it is stunningly 
difficult to enforce a uniform rule of law. While the 
Constitution of India ensures equality before the law 

(Article 14), prohibits discrimination by the state (Article 
15), and prohibits discrimination in areas of religious 
freedom (Article 25), culture, geography and other factors 
contribute to the limitation of these rights. For most people-
especially the underprivileged such as the poor, women, 
scheduled castes, and scheduled tribes-the legal systems are 
complex, expensive and out of reach. 
The Rule of law is established as one of the foundational 
principles of India's new constitutional edifice provided by 
the Indian Constitution through the numerous routes, but 
realization of these routes has been difficult in practice. Low 
level of legal literacy is the major problem, as it results in 
unawareness of legal rights and lack of access to legal 
mechanism. Efforts to realise the rule of law require 
significant focus on the promotion of legal literacy and 
access to justice - and are not just a question of legislative 
action in a country like India, where millions are deprived of 
access to legal resources. 

 

2.1 Historical Context of the Rule of Law in India 
India’s colonial past explains why the country is so 
committed to the rule of law. Frequently oblivious of the 
needs of the native, the administration of justice under 
British rule was designed for the use of the colonial 
government. A great determination to establish a legal 
system for justice, equity and equality to all individuals set 
in since independence of India from colonial rule in 1947. 
Writers of the Indian Constitution have emphasized the 
necessity of the rule of law by sanctioning a free speaking 
Supreme Court and by securing to all the citizens a 
comprehensive set of basic rights and freedom. 
But colonialists’ inherited legal system had proved more 
durable and at times the legal system was complex, 
hierarchical and inaccessible, although strong. For instance, 
the courts were expensive, slow, concentrated in urban 
areas, all which made it difficult for poor and rural folks to 
access justice. The consequence of this was that justice 
became increasingly available to whomever could afford to 
navigate the system, and large swaths of the population had 
no access to the legal tools they needed. 
 

2.2 The Role of the Judiciary in Upholding the Rule of 

Law 
Ensuring that the rule of law endures and that constitutional 
provisions are respected has largely rested with India’s 
courts. Especially the Supreme Court of India has done a 
great job at reading the Constitution and upholding social 
justice. Through judicial activism, the Court has expanded 
the horizons of human liberties and strived to address issues 
such as poverty, gender discrimination, and access to 
education and health care. 
It is also the court's obligation to expand the claim to 
counsel. The Supreme Court recognised the right of poor 
people to free legal aid by judgements such M.H. & H. 
Hoskot v. State of Maharashtra (1978), and Khatri v. State 
of Bihar (1981). These landmark decisions emphasized that 
legal assistance should not be denied based on ability to pay, 
and by doing so, the rule of law should serve all regardless 
of their financial condition. 
 

3. Legal Literacy: Definition and Importance 
3.1. Definition of Legal Literacy 
Legal literacy refers to the fundamental legal rights and 
obligations that one must comprehend in order to engage 
with the legal system. It is not the same as being able to read 
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a legal document; it involves knowing how the 
fundamentals of the law apply to everyday situations, such 
as what my rights and obligations are and how I can obtain 
what is rightfully mine. Fundamentally, legal literacy equips 
citizens with the skills necessary to successfully negotiate 
the legal system, enabling them to assert their rights and 
seek justice when required. 
Legal literacy can be understood as a broader concept that 
encompasses: 

 The Knowledge of Legal Rights: The citizen has to 
know the legal protection the citizen is legally 
guaranteed in the constitution and the statutes. This 
includes the knowledge of the fundamental rights such 
as right to life and personal liberty, equality before law, 
and right to approach the courts of law. 

 Knowledge of Legal Processes: Understanding of the 
functioning of legal processes is also part of legal 
literacy - how to approach the courts, how to file a case 
and the various legal reliefs available under different 
situations. 

 Application of Legal Knowledge: In addition to 
knowing legal knowledge, legal literacy is the act of 
applying what we understand - knowing where and how 
to access legal help when necessary and how to stand 
up for one's rights as realistic circumstances arise. 

 
Legal literacy is perceived as one of the most important 
medium to provide social justice and to reduce the 
impediments, to bring social change in the context of India 
in which people are unaware of the procedures of the law. 

 

3.2. The Importance of Legal Literacy 
Legal literacy is crucial for several reasons, especially in a 
democracy like India, where a large portion of the 
population remains unaware of its legal rights and duties. 
Understanding the importance of legal literacy can help 
illuminate its role in enhancing justice, equity, and 
participation in democratic processes.  

 

3.3. Legal Literacy and the Legal Services Authorities 

Act, 1987 
Legal literacy is one of the mandates of the Legal Services 
Authorities Act, 1987, framed with the objective to provide 
free legal assistance, and give legal awareness across the 
territory of India. Responsible for planning legal literacy 
programmes, the Act provides for the constitution of Legal 
Services Authorities at national, state and district level. 
These are the efforts to make the justice easily accessible to 
the weaker section of the society and to create awareness 
among the people for their rights and remedies. 
The Act's sections on legal aid and legal awareness 
campaigns are key, for they are what make it possible for 
every individual-particularly those from marginalised 
communities to avail justice. However, the effectiveness of 
such clauses also relies on the successful implementation of 
the legal literacy programmes. The intention behind the Act 
can only truly be achieved if people are aware of the 
existence of legal services and understand how to interact 
with them. 
 
4. The Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 
In order to ensure that justice is made available to all 
members of the society, and in particular the down-trodden 
and the under privileged, the majestic, great, and Living 
‘Consumer Legal Aid' Statue found in thAe Legal Service 

Authorities Act of 1987. The Act was enacted to implement 
the constitutional goal of equality before the law and to 
ensure that no one is deprived of justice by reason of 
inability to pay for legal services. The Act, therefore, 
endeavours to bridge the gap between the legal system, and 
common people by ensuring free legal aid and making legal 
literacy a reality and thereby realizing the goal of rule of law 
in India. 
Part-II deals with the Main Scheme, Objectives, and 
Powers of the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 and its 
impact on the rise of legal consciousness and the access to 
justice of the poor. The Act strives to achieve an accessible, 
fair and inherent institutionalized legal system with the help 
of existing institutional systems and procedures. 
 

4.1. Historical Context and Objectives of the Act 
The recommendations of various committees and studies 
emphasizing the importance of easy access to legal aid led 
to enactment of the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987. 
The main purpose of the act was to ensure that the most 
vulnerable sections of the society i.e.- the poor, women, 
children, the SCs and the STs and other backward classes 
are not denied or deprived from getting justice just because 
they belong to socially or economically disadvantaged 
classes. 
The Indian Constitution ensures it by way of its fundamental 
rights in perception but for a large number of people, 
justice has been a theory and not a reality. Thus the Act 
provides for these very basis necessity to be brought into 
action for those who are no able to afford legal expertise for 
themselves. In the promotion of an accessible legal system 
where everyone irrespective of their social status has an 
opportunity to vindicate their rights, it supports the rule of 
law. 
 

4.2. Key Provisions of the Legal Services Authorities Act, 

1987 
The Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 was designed to 
create a structured framework for providing free legal 
services to eligible individuals. Some of the key provisions 
of the Act are: 

 

4.2.1. Establishment of Legal Services Authorities 
The Act mandates the establishment of Legal Services 

Authorities at various levels: 

 National Legal Services Authority (NALSA): The 
highest body established to formulate policies and 
ensure effective implementation of legal services across 
the country. 

 State Legal Services Authorities: These authorities 
function at the state level and coordinate the legal 
services in their respective states. 

 District Legal Services Authorities: These authorities 
operate at the district level and are responsible for 
providing legal aid and organizing awareness programs 
within their jurisdiction. 

 
These bodies are tasked with facilitating access to justice 
and ensuring that no one is denied their right to legal aid. 

 

4.2.2. Eligibility for Free Legal Services 
The Act defines specific categories of people who are 
entitled to free legal services. These include: 

 People belonging to low-income groups: This 
includes individuals whose income is below a 
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prescribed threshold (as determined by the Act). 

 Women and children: Women and children, especially 
those in distress or vulnerable situations, are given 
priority under the Act. 

 Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and other 
marginalized communities: These communities, often 
excluded from the legal process due to their social and 
economic status, are provided with free legal aid. 

 Persons with disabilities, persons suffering from 

HIV/AIDS, and other socially and economically 
disadvantaged groups: These groups are considered 
underprivileged and are eligible for free legal services. 

 Prisoners: Those in prison, particularly under-trials, 
who cannot afford to hire legal professionals, are 
provided with legal aid. 

 
The Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 ensures that 
individuals from these vulnerable sections of society are not 
denied justice due to their financial incapacity. It ensures 
that everyone, irrespective of their social or economic 
background, has equal access to justice. 
 
5. Role of Legal Literacy in the Effectiveness of the Legal 

Services Authorities Act 
Providing access to justice and free legal aid should be 
made available to all citizens, especially the poor, through 
the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987. The degree to 
which the public are now legally literate however is directly 
related to the success of the Act. Access to Justice Besides 
building legal knowledge, legal literacy initiatives try to 
provide public with tools and information to assert their 
rights effectively. With such efforts, the target of the Act 
will be fully realized by allowing persons to assert their 
legal rights and access the courts to address wrongs and 
violations. 
Beyond just a knowing of legalese, I imagine legal literacy 
as a construction of a sophisticated citizenry that not only 
will be able to move in the legal system if it is required, but 
also arguments and critique against the public institutions. 
In a place like India, where a large chunk of the population 
is not aware of what their rights are and how they can attain 
justice, the literacy programs are indeed the proper tools to 
cater this act to the end recipients. 
 

5.1 Empowerment of Citizens 
It is one of the tools of legal empowerment to ensure that 
people are able to claim their legal rights. When their rights 
are violated, many people cannot even ask for justice if they 
don't know the law. The Legal Services Authorities, Act 
aims at ensuring that justice is not denied to any citizen by 
reason of economic or other disabilities’ of SC, STs, is 
being implemented with a view increase the awareness of 
the rights available under the Legal Services Authorities 
Act, and to facilitate avail of free legal services to the 
entitled sections of the society. Legal literacy helps to make 
people aware of their rights, as to how they can utilize the 
Act for legal aid and then according to the above provisions 
make the people empowered. 
A woman who doesn’t even know she has a right to the 
Domestic Violence Act, 2005 can be forced to endure the 
violence in silence and that is why ignorance is still not an 
excuse, because she may not even know she could be helped 
or defended. But she is given resources to leave her abuser 
when she learns about her rights, possible legal recourse, 
and how to navigate the legal system. Legal awareness 

campaigns assist people to assert their rights, participate in 
judicial processes and claim justice whenever is necessary, 
thus ensure the operationalization of rule of law. 
It is also a necessary recourse for under-privileged sections 
women, Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and other 
marginalised communities who can assert their rights and 
question systemic injustices that would have otherwise 
remained unchecked. They can break the vicious cycle of 
exploitation, discrimination and abuse that limit their ability 
to access justice as they become increasingly aware of their 
legal entitlements. 
 

5.2 Prevention of Legal Problems 
Legal literacy is not just about dealing with legal troubles; it 
can also be very helpful for avoiding legal problems in the 
first place. People that know what they are allowed to do or 
are prohibited from doing, do not unwittingly breaking the 
law or getting themselves into legal problems. Whether they 
concern property ownership, business contracts, labour 
regulations or family rights, legal literacy programs teach 
individuals how to know what is expected of them in 
society. 
Reckoning personally with consumer protection laws, for 
example, will make them more likely to notice and prevent 
market exploitation or fraud. Likewise, people who 
understand property rules are less likely to squabble over 
inheritance issues or land titles. If you would like to learn 
even more, the rules of child protection can also prevent 
child rights abuse such as trafficking and child labour. 
Legal literacy acts as a barrier to help prevent people from 
coming face to face with the potential legal hazards. It also 
empowers people to be able to proactively stand up for their 
family and themselves leading to a reduction to the burden 
on the courts by heading off frivolous claims, and litigation, 
and disputes. This ultimately leads to a more efficient 
justice system while promoting justice without the need for 
lengthy court proceedings.” 
 

5.3 Access to Legal Services 
If the Legal Services Authorities Act has to be a success in 
the goal for which it was formed, the public should know 
that legal services is now available. The Act provides free 
legal assistance, but it is only effective if people know that 
kind of assistance is available, and know how to access it. 
The dissemination of this information is heavily contingent 
on legal literacy. 
The free legal aid that clinics or local legal services 
organisations provide is rarely known to many people. 
People may not even know where to find help or how even 
to start a lawsuit if they are not legally literate. But what 
legal literacy programs hope for is to educate people about 
these services, how to contact legal aid organisations and 
how to ask for help. Legal Services Authorities Act may 
achieve its end in a better way while approaching legal aid 
agencies as for the help when the people aware of these 
services and how they could help them. 
Also significant is the awareness about the Lok Adalat 
system and other ADR methods by the Act. Less formal 
than traditional court methods, informal resolution methods 
are also cheaper and faster. A challenge targeted at 
educating the public on alternatives to ADR that can help 
them resolve their issues without resorting to lengthy, 
expensive litigation is it has a lot with legal literacy. 
 
5.4 Fostering Accountability: A legal literate population is 
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better placed to demand accountability of public institutions 
and authority. Knowing what they are legally entitled to, 
empowers people to resist injustice, challenge unfair 
treatment, and demand accountability. With the legal 
literacy, justice becomes a visible fact to every human 
being, hence consolidating the rule of law in contrast to a 
mere theoretical idea. 
In addition, an informed public, which will hold the 
agencies and the court system more accountable, will 
demand transparency. For example, knowing the laws on 
public service enables citizens to challenge corrupt or 
ineffective government that would threaten the observance 
of the law and the fair allocation of resources. 
In addition, those who understand their rights can monitor 
abuse of power by government, law enforcement and 
business. This ensures that justice remains readily 
accessible and a right that can be enforced by all, thus 
maintaining the dignity and power of the justice system as a 
whole. 
 
6. Challenges in Promoting Legal Literacy in India 
Legal literacy is clearly important for improving the 
efficacy of the Legal Services Authorities Act, but its proper 
implementation is hampered in numerous ways, especially 
in India where millions of people still ignorance of their 
legal rights. Realising the Legal Services Authorities Act, 
1987's full potential depends on overcoming these obstacles. 

 

6.1. Lack of Infrastructure 
The huge and often remote rural pockets of India that 
remains one of the main challenges for legal literacy 
infrastructure. While lawyers/ legal aid clinics/ other forms 
of legal support tend to be accessible in metropolitan 
centres, the villages/ small towns may not have such 
structures in place which limit the reach of legal literacy 
campaigns. 
Legal literacy projects need to access mobile legal aid 
clinics, public distribution campaigns and the availability 
and support of emergent local NGOs or community leaders 
to bridge the gap between the law and rural citizens. Legal 
information could also be disseminated to remote areas 
through digital literacy and technology in general, such as 
through Internet sources and apps which offer the possibility 
to receive legal advice and information. 

 

6.2. Language Barriers 
India is a diverse linguistic nation with some hundreds 
spoken dialects and over 22 recognised languages. While 
the Legal Services Authorities Act ensures that every 
individual shall have the means to access justice, language 
barriers prevent citizens from understanding legal jargon, 
especially in official legal documents. However most of the 
material regarding the law is still available in English or 
regional languages, that may make the laws not easily 
accessible to a common man. 
Legal literacy programmes must be localised to ensure that 
materials are available in local vernacular and dialects to 
overcome this challenge. Translation of certain legal 
documents and the provision of training in multiple 
languages would ensure that individuals living in remote or 
impoverished areas would be able to benefit from the Act. 
 

6.3. Illiteracy and Socio-Economic Barriers 
Large parts of India, especially in the countryside, are yet to 
receive formal education, making it difficult for the 

populace to understand complex legal concepts or 
processes. There is a large cross section of the people, quite 
illiterate. They could also have economic disadvantages 
when it comes to obtaining legal services to navigate the 
court system or information technology. 
How to overcome this is to make legal language shorter and 
in a way so that even for those with less education than 
others could understand videos and text. Legal information 
may be made more readily available to the less formally 
educated through community lectures and local level 
programs. 
 

6.4. Cultural Factors 
The official justice system is no longer considered credible 
by some communities. That could be due to concerns that 
originate with a long-standing tradition of distrust of 
authority, corrupt government, or norms that don’t 
encourage the casting of the first stone. For example, some 
rural areas may use traditional methods of conflict 
resolution, and some may stay away from official justice 
systems due to the fear of being stigmatized. 
Legal education programs need community ambassadors 
and cultural leaders to motivate victims to reach out and 
raise their level of confidence in the legal system. Also 
normalising of the law can be done through collaborating 
with local NGOs, SHGs and social groups (thus highlighting 
its role in social justice). 
 
7. Recommendations for Strengthening Legal Literacy 

and the Rule of Law in India 
In such a scenario, following steps are deemed to be taken 
for ensuring the efficiency of the Legal Services Authorities 
Act, 1987 and to advance the cause of rule of law: 
1. Enhanced Awareness Campaigns: The government 

and NGOs need to collaborate to launch mass 
awareness campaigns using multiple media 
interventions including radio, TV, social media, etc. for 
spreading information about legal rights and services. 

2. Localized Legal Education: Legal education 
initiatives should be customised to fit local languages 
and customs, therefore guaranteeing their accessibility 
to all sections of society. 

3. Mobile Legal Aid Clinics: Designed to reach 
underprivileged and isolated places, mobile clinics can 
directly offer legal assistance and awareness campaigns 
straight to those most in need. 

4. Strengthening Community Participation: The 
participation of local leaders and organisations 
enhances community involvement; it enhances legal 
knowledge and ensures that the message reaches the 
local level. 

5. Incorporation of Legal Literacy in School 
Curricula: Legal literacy should be included into 
curricula in order to guarantee that next generations 
understand their rights and responsibilities.  

 

8. Conclusion 
Especially for the marginalised and financially challenged 
strata of society, the year 1987 is a watershed year in the 
journey of India towards rule of law for everyone. Ensuring 
access to justice is not a mere catch-phrase or a theoretical 
concept, but part of every individual’s existence is 
grounded on the core essence of the Act - free legal aid and 
commitment to legal literacy. 
The provisions of the Act-including establishment of legal 
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aid clinics, free legal services and promotion of legal 
literacy campaigns, are absolutely necessary if the hurdles 
that sometimes came in the way for underprivileged people 
in their quest for justice are to be removed. The law 
guarantees that the administration of justice is not only for 
the rich but for all, thus providing for legal aid-regardless 
of financial status. 
But the benefits of the Act rely on legal literacy. It all starts 
with citizens learning more about their rights and how they 
can be vindicated, if they are to make the full use of the free 
legal aid provided to them. So legal literacy is an essential 
weapon in the fight against injustice because it enables 
people to navigate the morass of legal structures, not run 
afoul of law, and quest for justice when necessary. Legal 
literacy empowers individuals to demand their rights, hold 
public institutions accountable and participate more 
effectively in democratic processes. 
While there were changes, several road blocks remain 
toward migrating legal literacy across India, particularly to 
rural and backward regions. Efficiency of legal aid services 
continues to be plagued by issues like limitations in 
infrastructure, language, illiteracy and culture. Focused 
policy such as legal education at the local level, mobile 
legal aid services, community participation and technology 
must be employed to ensure legal literacy that spans the 
society and provides necessary resolve to put these 
intractable challenges behind us. 
Adopting comprehensive and comprehensive policies that 
provide both ensuring public empowerment to know and use 
these tools correctly and improving the rule of law to grow 
legal services. India can build a more just and fair society 
where people can claim rights and negotiate with the legal 
language of rights, through adding legal literacy to school 
curricula, national level awareness campaigns, and 
collaboration between government, NGOs and civil society. 
Finally, the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 has 
provided a new platform for a more inclusive legal order but 
will remain effective only if public education and 
empowerment is continuously pursued. If the Act potential 
for law reform (and thus strengthening the rule of law in 
India) is to be realized, then legal literacy is essential. India 
may be moving closer to a country of functioning justice for 
all by ensuring all, no matter their socio-economic 
background, have access to the law. 
 

9. References 

1. Agarwal P. Access to justice and legal aid in India: A 

historical perspective. Indian Journal of Law and 

Society. 2007;21(2):56-71. 

2. Bhat P. Legal literacy programs and their impact in 

India. Journal of Indian Law Institute. 2013;55(4):207-

26. 

3. Bhushan S. The role of legal aid in the realization of 

social justice in India. Indian Journal of Legal Studies. 

2016;5(2):99-118. 

4. Casteix R, Mistry P. Legal literacy for marginalized 

groups: Strategies and challenges in India. Asian 

Journal of Legal Education. 2018;8(1):45-63. 

5. Chandra M, Suri P. Legal services authorities and the 

legal aid movement in India. Law and Justice Journal. 

2014;7(1):102-21. 

6. Cheema SK. Legal aid and its role in empowering 

marginalized communities in India. Indian Journal of 

Social and Economic Studies. 2009;43(2):39-51. 

7. Ghosh A. Legal empowerment through literacy: A 

study of legal literacy programs in rural India. Journal 

of Social Sciences. 2012;12(3):44-60. 

8. Hoskot M. Legal aid and its role in the protection of 

human rights: A case study of the Indian legal aid 

movement. Indian Journal of Human Rights and 

Justice. 2016;4(2):99-115. 

9. Jacob R. The effectiveness of Lok Adalats in India: A 

legal aid perspective. Journal of Alternative Dispute 

Resolution. 2015;16(1):91-104. 

10. Jain RK. The role of the judiciary in promoting legal 

literacy in India. Journal of Indian Constitutional Law. 

2010;8(2):45-61. 

11. Khosla M. Legal literacy as a tool for promoting access 

to justice: The case of the Legal Services Authorities 

Act. Indian Journal of Access to Justice. 2017;5(4):131-

147. 

12. Kumar V, Singh P. Legal aid and access to justice: An 

evaluation of legal aid services in India. Journal of 

Justice and Society. 2014;2(3):34-52. 

13. Lall R. Social justice and legal literacy: A comparative 

study of legal education models in India and the United 

States. International Journal of Legal Education. 

2019;11(3):89-105. 

14. Lele RS. Legal literacy for marginalized communities: 

The role of NGOs in legal education. Asian Legal 

Studies Review. 2011;6(1):45-67. 

15. Mahajan A, Kumar R. Legal literacy programs in India: 

Strengthening access to justice for the underprivileged. 

Journal of Indian Law and Justice. 2013;9(2):85-102. 

16. Mangal M. The role of paralegals in delivering legal aid 

in India. Legal Aid Journal. 2018;4(2):34-45. 

17. Mohapatra S. Legal empowerment and social justice: A 

study of the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987. 

Indian Journal of Public Law. 2012;14(3):121-138. 

18. Nair N. The impact of legal literacy on marginalized 

communities in India. International Journal of Legal 

Reform. 2017;3(4):58-76. 

19. Radhakrishnan S. Legal aid clinics and access to 

justice: A study of rural India. Journal of Legal Studies 

and Research. 2014;15(1):101-119. 

20. Rajan M, Soni S. Legal literacy and its role in the 

empowerment of women. Journal of Gender and Law. 

2011;7(2):112-129. 

21. Rao A. Legal aid in India: A tool for social justice and 

equality. Indian Journal of Law and Public Policy. 

2019;3(5):45-60. 

22. Rao DK. Community-based legal literacy programs and 

their impact on access to justice in rural India. Indian 

Journal of Rural Development. 2015;4(2):67-82. 

23. Sahu D. Bridging the gap between legal aid and legal 

literacy in India. Journal of Indian Law Review. 

2016;3(4):88-104. 

24. Sharma P, Mehra S. Legal literacy in India: Past, 

present, and future. Indian Law Journal. 2010;6(1):45-

61. 

25. Sharma VK, Singh P. Enhancing legal literacy through 

mobile legal aid clinics in rural India. Journal of Rural 

Legal Services. 2018;2(1):76-91. 

26. Singh B. Legal literacy as a vehicle for improving 

access to justice: The role of education and outreach. 

Indian Journal of Law and Society. 2014;22(1):33-50. 

27. Singh J, Prasad R. The success of legal services 

authorities in India: A case study of rural legal literacy 

programs. Journal of Law and Policy Studies. 

https://www.journalofpoliticalscience.com/


International Journal of Political Science and Governance https://www.journalofpoliticalscience.com 

~ 253 ~ 

2017;18(2):142-159. 

28. Srivastava A. Legal literacy programs and access to 

justice: Challenges and opportunities. Journal of Access 

to Legal Aid. 2019;7(1):35-48. 

29. Tiwari A. Legal literacy and the role of paralegals in 

enhancing access to justice in India. Law and Society 

Journal. 2013;5(2):112-127. 

30. Yadav V, Patel P. Legal empowerment and the role of 

legal aid clinics in India. Journal of Indian Legal 

Studies. 2011;9(4):51-66. 

https://www.journalofpoliticalscience.com/

