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Abstract

Ladakh, also known as 'the Land of Passes', has always been a significant and most important part of
the Indian territory. Its strategic location has always distinguished it from other states of the country.
Earlier the territory of Ladakh was part of the erstwhile State of Jammu and Kashmir. The region
enjoyed special provisions acknowledged under Article 370. The government of India in its landmark
decision revoked Article-370 and the State was divided into the Union Territories of Ladakh and
Jammu & Kashmir. This new alteration has resulted in the positive evolution of the territory. Thus the
paper will explore the strateg significance of the region and the advancements taking place. The focus
of my paper will be to explore the ongoing development in the region with special emphasis on the
transitions taking place after the abrogation of Article 370 and the creation of Ladakh as a separate
Union Territory. The economic, industrial, educational, infrastructural, energy and tourism
developments in the region will be covered. The paper will also focus on the newly launched
government schemes and projects. Emphasis will be on the influential projects for the all-round
development of the Union Territory.
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Introduction

Nearly four years have passed since Ladakh was declared Union Territory. On 5" August
2019, The government of India stripped Jammu and Kashmir of its special status and assured
the newly formed Union Territories of Ladakh and Jammu & Kashmir, of prosperity and
security. Major changes have taken place in the region during this period. The people of the
region have witnessed positive reconstruction. The upgradation and changes in the governing
body of Ladakh will prove to be significant for the development of this inalienable part of
India. Ladakh with its huge energy potential, major tourist spots, great passes, and beautiful
environment need more attention and a comprehensive roadmap to develop its full potential.
With considerable care and ideal administration, the region will prosper and the living
conditions of the people will be improved. In January 2020, a Memorandum of
Understanding was signed between NITI Ayog and the Union Territory administration of
Ladakh to develop a plan to provide support for projects, especially in tourism, energy and
other sectors under public-private partnership mode.

With a look into the past, it can be seen that Ladakh has always been a contested territory
due to the presences of aggressive neighbours in the region. Security threat was the major
cause behind the backwardness of the people. The people of this region were the most
neglected and were deprived of even a minute chance of development. Examination of the
region in the past few years indicates that direct control by the centre was immediately
needed and would be defensible on various grounds. The government of India is trying to
elevate the newly formed Union territory. The evolutionary steps taken by the Government
of India and the launching of numerous schemes and projects will help in the advancement
of the living conditions of the people in this province. The recent developments in the region
will attract huge investments from all over the world in the province for various sectors. The
government is also supporting upshot in the agriculture and horticulture sector to expand the
market and promote exports.

Historical perspective
Ladakh with its strategic location has always been a critical part of India since historical
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times. Ladakh was a politically independent kingdom until
1834, thereafter it was invaded by Dogras. Jammu and
Kashmir came under the Dogra rule with Gulab Singh as its
hereditary Raja of Jammu principality under

Sikh ruler Ranjit Singh. In 1846, the Jammu principality
was acquired from the Sikh monarch by British India and
was placed under the supremacy of Gulab Singh as an
independent maharaja. It is said that he was the one who
embellished the map of India with the ‘crown' of Jammu and
Kashmir. Ladakh lost all its independence and remained as a
province until 1947, when it was incorporated into the
Union of India as a part of the erstwhile State of Jammu and
Kashmir, with Maharaja Hari Singh signing the instrument
of accession.
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Since ancient times Ladakh was part of the strategic 'Silk
Road'. Because of its significant location and 'great passes',
Ladakh has repeatedly attracted foreign invaders, trying to
establish their supremacy in the region.

Pakistan and China have always posed a threat to the
territorial supremacy of Ladakh. The continuing threat to
peace and security stood as the main cause for the
backwardness of the people and underdevelopment of the
region. The territory was given local autonomy under
Article 370 which again distanced the region from the
identical development as other territories of India enjoyed.
The people of the region have always demanded a shift in
the governance and administration of the region. This
neglected part of India has long waited for this evolution
which was given to it on 5th August 2019 by the
government of India.

Geo-strategic significance

Ladakh, known to the world as the 'land of high passes', is
encircled by scenic beauty and a distinguished environment.
It is surrounded by the Karakoram mountain range in the
North and the south by the western extreme of the
Himalayas. Ladakh is home to a rich and diverse culture. It
has numerous world-famous monasteries. The presence of
rich resources in the region has always invited conflict
between India, China and Pakistan, to gain control over
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these resources. Ladakh is significant to India due to its
economic and other potentials in various sectors including
the tourism industry, world market access, energy, security,
geothermal potential, solar radiation, horticulture, rich
natural resources and connectivity. The complete utilization
of the available resources could promise economic and
social prosperity for the region. Ladakh with its wind,
geothermal, and hydrological potential could promise India
to fulfil its green energy needs. The longstanding demand of
the people for prosperity and development needs to be
fulfilled.

Image source: mindat.org

The recent developments in the region afterwards the
abrogation of Article 370, appear to be positive for the
territory. Various government schemes are launched for the
benefit of the region. Each sector is being developed for the
all-round development of the region.

Infrastructure and Connectivity

The Cabinet approved the formation of an Integrated Multi-
Purpose Corporation for the UT of Ladakh. This corporation
will work for the development endeavour in the region
dedicated to the construction work, industry, tourism,
transport and marketing of local products and handicrafts.
The incorporation of the Sindhu Infrastructure Development
Corporation (SIDCO) in Ladakh will look after the
infrastructural advancement in the region. The recent
discovery of the first substantial lithium deposits of 5.9
million tons in Jammu and Kashmir, in the year 2023, will
further ascertain the development.

The government is trying to provide all-weather
connectivity in the region. Various steps have been taken to
fulfil this dream.

BRO has recently completed the construction of the highest
motorable road in Eastern Ladakh. Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh inaugurated eleven bridges which will result
in connectivity among remote areas.

The Border and Road Organisation (BRO) launched five
major road infra projects to augment movability and
connectivity in the region. The remote border villages are
supposed to be connected to the Internet and telephone
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networking through fibre optic cable. The state-owned
Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited(BSNL) will roll out
strategies to execute the Government's plan to provide 100%
telecom connectivity in all parts of Ladakh. In February
2020 Bharti Airtel launched its 4G and 2G services to 26
villages. It became the first network provider to bring
mobile broadband connectivity to remote villages in these
high-terrain regions.

The construction of Colonel Chewang Rinchen Bridge will
help in providing all-weather connectivity in the region. The
construction of the 14.2 km long Zojila tunnel is underway.
It will provide all-weather connectivity to the remote areas.
4.1km Shinkun La tunnel on Nimu-Padam-Darcha is under
construction and will provide year-round connectivity to the
border areas.

45 small bridges are under construction to provide
connectivity across the region. Kargil-Zanskar Road is
being upgraded to help people with their mobility. The
government is investing in the modification of Leh airport
and the construction of 36 helipads. The region, which has
long been neglected, needs huge investments and better
administration to enjoy its full potential while being
connected to other people of the region and the country.
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Energy

The region of Ladakh is a powerhouse of renewable energy
resources. The region has a massive capacity for generating
solar energy, geothermal energy, wind energy and hydro
energy. As per the vision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to make carbon neutral Ladakh, major steps have been taken
for the development of the renewable energy sector. Until
April 2021, Ladakh had installed a power capacity of 3,482
Megawatt. The Prime Minister of India announced the
establishment of a 7.5 Gigawatt Solar Power Park in
Ladakh. The Leh Pang Ultra-Mega solar PV project, a
5000MV project, will be a major march towards green
energy and will also help boost the economy. The
government of India, in collaboration with the Central
Water Commission (CWC), has sanctioned the eighth
hydropower project of 144 Megawatts on the Indus River
and its tributaries in Ladakh. In the current period, there are
several small projects with a combined capacity of 133
Megawatts on the Indus River. Ladakh will also provide
20000 acres of land for the establishment of 10 Gigawatts of
green energy projects. The Dah hydroelectric project was
recently inaugurated by PM Modi and will help in providing
sufficient electricity to households.

To harness the green energy capacity of the region, the
NTPC has proposed to set up a pilot project to establish a
green hydrogen plant in Ladakh. Numerous other renewable
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energy projects are either functional or under construction,
which will boost the economy and further help in the
advancement of the region. Schemes of the Government of
India like Atal Jyoti Yojana (AJAY Phase - II), PM
KUSUM, Off-grid and decentralized Solar Photo Voltaic
(PV) and others will attract huge investments in the green
energy sector.

Image source: The Economic Times

Education

As per the press release by the Ministry of Home Affairs,
the Union Cabinet approved the establishment of the Central
University in UT of Ladakh with a focus on Buddhist
studies. Hence, Sindhu Central University was established
in Ladakh with the Central Universities Amendment Act
2019. It will help in boosting Buddhist education in the
region, which is famous as the leading spiritual Centre for
Buddbhists.

Image source: sindhucu.ac.in

The government is also establishing various schools and
colleges to provide education at the local level. The
approval by the Union Cabinet for the establishment of the
National Institute of Sewa Rigpa in the year 2019, will
preserve the traditional knowledge of Tibetan medicine. The
institution will provide undergraduate, postgraduate and
PhD programs in Tibetan medicine. The launching of the
YounTab Scheme is turning out to be beneficial in
providing students with technological assistance and
connecting them with the world. The rollout of various
connectivity and Internet schemes will further help in
strengthening the educational sector in the province.
Government Schemes like UDISE+, New India Literacy
Program, Samagra Siksha, Shagun etc. are rolled out for the
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benefit of students. To educate the children of backward and
underprivileged families, the government is providing
scholarships, free education policy, free uniforms, and other
incentives. Recently, in March 2023, Ladakh Autonomous
Hill Development Council (LADHC) Leh in Ladakh UT
provided laptops at subsidised rates to students of
government schools.

Tourism

Ladakh is enriched with picturesque beauty and unique
culture. Tourism is a crucial economic contributor to the
region. Ladakh is a great spot for 'Geotourism'. Geotourism
is a form of tourism that attracts people to spots and places
of geological essence. Ladakh has an incredible number of
beautiful spots which are visited by tourists all around the
year. The tourism industry contributes to nearly half of
Ladakh's DGP and provides huge employment opportunities
in the region. The Directorate of Tourism, UT Ladakh is the
main developmental, promotional and regulatory arm of the
Tourism Department of UT.

Ladakh Government. Leh District of Ladakh attracts major
tourists from all over the world. Pangong Tso Lake is a key
tourist spot. Khardongla which is the highest motorable road
is also a key attraction. The government of India has
recently announced some more areas of the region opened
for tourists. Ladakh is also referred to as a 'Little Tibet' and
is home to Tibetan Buddhist Culture thus the region excites
a huge number of Buddhist tourists. Numerous monastery
tourism projects are ready for tourists. Hemis, Alchi,
Lamayuru, Shey and Thiksay are some of the most popular
monasteries of Ladakh. The building up of major roads and
the development of infrastructure in the region will further
expand the tourist sector. The night sky sanctuary is ready to
be exhibited. It is India’s first Night Sky Sanctuary. The
government is also promoting adventure sports to attract
more visitors from all over the world. Advertisements and
publicity are mainly used to convey the message and attract
more visitors to the region.

Image credit: Twitter

Industry

Ladakh has a very distinguished geographical location,
which turns out to be a drawback for the industrial
development in the region. High altitude, cold and harsh
climate, vast geographical area and difficulty in navigation
have always made it difficult to set up process industries in
these areas. The low population in these areas has also
resulted in a shortage of labour. The vast resources of the
region need to be utilized for the prosperity of the people.
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The tunnels, roads, bridges and highways constructed or
under construction could prove to be beneficial for the
industrial sector. The government is facilitating various
industries like cottage industry, handloom industry and
mining industries. Agricultural and horticulture industries
are also being expanded. Apple, apricots, peas etc. are
grown on a large scale for domestic use and exportation.
‘Bee-kiping' is also turning out to be a promising industry.
The government is facilitating the promotion of 'Apiculture’.
Tissue culture and mushroom culture are also promoted.
Various schemes are rolled out for the promotion of the
industrial sector. The Central Sector schemes such as the
Pradhan Mantri Employment Guarantee Programme
(PMEGP), Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro Food
Processing Enterprises (PMFME), Van Dhan Vikas Kendras
(VDVK), and Weaver Mudra schemes are provided to the
people. Women are also supported to set up their businesses
in Ladakh. 'Tejaswini', a scheme under 'Mission Youth' has
been launched to provide financial assistance to women
between thE age group of 18 to 30 years of age to start their
own business.

Image source: The Economic Times

Conclusion

Although Ladakh has seen various developments in recent
years, the region faces numerous threats to its security and
development. Various challenges are being faced by the
Government which come out to impede the development of
the region.

The continuous presence of aggressive neighbours at the
border of Ladakh poses a danger to the internal security of
India as a whole. The Long-standing border standoff with
China has always been a barrier to the advancement of the
region. The rising terrorist threats in the region, the people
of Ladakh demanding autonomy in the region and rising
protests against policies of the Government are challenging.
The government of India should look for a wiser and more
optimistic blueprint to counter rebellion, Chinese aggression
and terrorism, which has always acted as a hindrance to the
development of the people. Development is only possible
with the safety and security of the people in the region. An
additional approach is required to attain the determined
goals. Hence, India is looking forward towards every
possible opportunity present at the door. It has also invited
other world leaders who could invest in the region and help
in the expansion and development of the region. The
upcoming policies of the Government of India and their
implementation could be more demanding and challenging.
Although the region is witnessing a great deal of
development because of the recent shift of government
priorities towards the region, a promising action plan is yet
to be inevitable.
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