
~ 183 ~ 

International Journal of Political Science and Governance 2024; 6(2): 183-185 
 

 
 

E-ISSN: 2664-603X 

P-ISSN: 2664-6021 

IJPSG 2024; 6(2): 183-185 
www.journalofpoliticalscience.com 

Received: 24-07-2024 

Accepted: 30-08-2024 
 

Dharmaraya 

Ph.D. Scholar, Department of 

PG Studies, and Research in 

Political Science,  

Mangalore University, 

Karnataka, India  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Corresponding Author: 

Dharmaraya 

Ph.D. Scholar, Department of 

PG Studies, and Research in 

Political Science,  

Mangalore University, 

Karnataka, India 

 

Political reservation for women in panchayat raj 

system 

 
Dharmaraya 
 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.33545/26646021.2024.v6.i2c.383 

 
Abstract 
With the intention of providing representation to all the underprivileged women in all fields, the 
framers of the constitution have constitutionally provided reservation facilities to all the women 
including the Scheduled Castes, the scheduled tribes, the backward class, the Minorities and the 
Economically Backward upper caste communities, reservation has to women in the spheres of enables 
them been given education, employment, political field, to improve the status of women and to live 
independently and in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution. Increases the number of 
women who can make decisions in the political arena. The present article provides an overview of 
women's political reservation in the Panchayat Raj system.  
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Introduction 
In a hierarchical society like India, the increase in power to the deprived classes and women 
is undoubtedly a revolutionary event. A look back at the history of the country so far has 
found that women have not been given significant reservation representation in the political 
arena, the political arena continues to be a male bastion. The struggle has been going on for 
almost 90 years. A woman's position in this male-dominated society is secondary. When 
taking any decision, women's opinions are rarely heard, even in public life. The Indian 
Constitution has accorded women equal status with men. But no political parties have 
implemented it so far. Today, women's political participation can be understood as a 
powerful weapon for empowering them. However, it should be noted that the political sphere 
has been monopolized by men. 
But Mahatma Gandhi, who was convinced of women's equality before independence, gave 
priority to women's equality in "Young India" as early as 1929. He consistently paid 
attention to wander raising the status of women. In this regard, Nehru also had the intention 
of increasing the status of women and engaging in development. When he was the chairman 
of the National Planing Commission Nehru recognized the role of women in economic 
projects. Women hoped to play an important role in the political field. As expected by 
Gandhiji, gender equality was decided as a fundamental right in the Karachi session of 1931. 
Also, Mahatma Gandhi, who was addressing women in Santiniketan in 1940, said, "I will 
boycott the legislative assembly that does not have an adequate share of women members." 
Here, Mahatma Gandhi emphasized that women should be given equal rights on poor with 
men in the political field.  
 

Political Reservation for Women in Panchayat Raj System 
Women's empowerment is essentially a matter of fact as male society has been exploiting 
women in various ways at every level. Realizing the value of sacrifice, tolerance and 
patience of women in this context, the governments brought the 73rd and 74th amendments 
in the Constitution of India and Panchayat Raj system was given appropriate representation 
based on the principle of decentralization. Even though women's equality is guaranteed in 
the Constitution of India through Articles 14, 15, 23, 29, 30, 42 and 45, Indian women are 
still unable to reach equality with men in all fields. Although women have made a lot of 
progress in the field of education and employment, they are unable to actively participate in 
the political sphere due to the grip of the male-dominated society.  
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According to the renowned economist Dr. Amartyasen, “If 

the system of democracy is to be strengthened, it is 

necessary that half of the total population which comprises 

of Women should be made to participate in the political 

field compulsorily," he said. Therefore empowerment of 

women who are marginalized due to this kind of 

participation is essential for the developing country of India 

at present. 

Concept of reservation is not a new concept in the Indian 

context. The Constitution of India has implemented the 

reservation system to bring the socially, economically, 

politically backward and oppressed communities into the 

mainstream of society. That is, by reserving some posts for 

the underrepresented and under-represented communities in 

government posts in the education sector and in the political 

sector, it has ensured the participation of these communities 

in those sectors. The entry of women in large numbers is the 

reward of political reservation in panchayat raj institutions. 

There is no doubt that this innovative type of development 

has played a major role in providing social justice in the 

decentralization regime. 

In 1978, Morarji Desai, then Prime Minister of the non-

Congress government, formed the Ashok Mehta Committee, 

which prioritized the formation of local governments 

including local representatives. Women's reservation is one 

of the many important points recommended by this 

committee. According to this report, the two-tier panchayat 

system implemented in 1986 was the first time in the state 

of Karnataka that 25% of the membership positions were 

reserved for women in district and mandal panchayats. 

Motivated by the positive aspects of this system, Prime 

Minister Rajiv Gandhi's interest in 1993 led to the 

introduction of the 73rd Amendment to the Constitution. As 

per this amendment three tier panchayatraj system exists in 

all states across the country. In this system, women were 

allowed to enter the political arena compulsorily by 

reserving 1/3 of the seats for women. This reservation was 

not only limited to the member posts but also extended to 

the posts of President and Vice President. It is admirable 

that this opportunity, which used to be limited to nomination 

positions and only available to politically influential 

families, is now universal. 

This amendment helped women belonging to all classes and 

communities enter the political arena and ushered in a 'silent 

revolution' in the democratic system. Many thinkers are of 

the opinion that the decision to provide 50% reservation for 

women in today's Panchayat Raj system has given more 

emphasis to women's political empowerment. 

At present, there is a lack of opportunity for the 

representation of a large number of women in the formation 

of local governments across the country. Out of a total of 52 

lakh elected representatives, approximately 18 to 20 lakh 

women representatives can be found. Few people did not 

believe that women would effectively use this opportunity 

of political sphere when so many seats were reserved in the 

Panchayat Raj system at the same time. But women have 

increased this belief even more by entering the political 

arena beyond the quota set for reservation. 

 

The Women’s Reservation Bill 2023 

Women's Reservation Bill 2023, officially the The 

Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-Eighth 

Amendment) Bill 2023, is a bill introduced in the 

Parliament of India, marking a significant moment in the 

legislative arena. This Women's Reservation Bill was 

introduced in Lok Sabha on 19 September 2023 during 

the special session of Parliament. This legislation seeks to 

allocate 33 percent of the seats in the directly elected Lok 

Sabha and state legislative assemblies for women. It is a 

landmark moment for gender equality, especially in terms of 

women’s political leadership. 

The bill is the possible culmination of a legislative debate 

that had been ongoing for 27 years, including the 

lapsed Women's Reservation Bill (2010), due to the lack of 

consensus among political parties. The bill was the first that 

was considered in the new parliament building. On 20 

September 2023, Lok Sabha passed the bill with 454 votes 

in favour and two against. The Rajya Sabha passed the bill 

unanimously with 214 votes in favour and none against, on 

21 September 2023. President Droupadi Murmu signed the 

bill on 29 September 2023, and the gazette notification was 

also published the same day, which made it clear that the 

reservation will come into force soon after the first 

delimitation (frozen untill 2026). 

 

Conclusion 

Every citizen is an integral part of a democratic system. 

Prof. Seeley's opinion is fair here. That means politics 

Women are making their own contribution to the internal 

growth of democracy through the reservation system. That 

means sharing their opinions fearlessly and unabashedly, 

maintaining self-interest. Provision of reservation can be a 

suitable platform for women in strengthening democracy in 

the direction of streamlining the administration and 

implementing projects within limits. 
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